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called botanbake. The appearance of this reformed
zinc-base white powder is exactly like that of the
recently outlawed to-no-tsuchi. Both make the
wearer resemble a white-washed fence for all such
powder is dead white in colour.
"The strange custom of painting the neck
whiter than the face was started by the geisha
who wanted to rest their faces by removing the
make-up from them/' said Mr. Nakai. "They
had to have an assistant paint their necks and in
as much as this necessitated the removal of their
kimono they often gave their necks an additional
coat of white so it would stay on for a day or two.
Moreover, a beautiful neck was once a woman's
greatest asset, so the neck was always emphasized.
The present custom of leaving a decided line
where the neck powder ends and the face powder
begins is just a perversion of the original practice."
Cold cream was unheard of in Japan until
Western cosmetics were introduced. Actors first
used it about fifteen years ago and the populace
became interested around 1934. But Japanese
ladles have always had ideas of their own. So
Mr, Nakai still sells oshiroishita, a mixture of camel-
lia oil and wax. A fastidious lady moulds the
hard wax cube into a ball in her hands so as to
soften the mixture and get a certain amount of the